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DOLGELLAU  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1962. 

T®:-  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  hono\ir  to  submit  the  Heal-ch  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1962. 

The  population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is  7>?20  which 
is  120  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  is  a welcome  trend. 

There  was  96  live  births  (the  same  as  196l)  and  107  deaths.  (lOl  in 
1961) . When  the  comparability  factor  is  adopted  there  is  a birth  rate  of 
18.4/1000  population  (I8/IOOO  for  England  & Wales) . Similarly  the  death 
rate  is  14.2/1000  population  (ll.9  for  England  & Wales). 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  low  (l0,4  compared  with  21,6  for  England 
& Wales) . 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  deaths  were  due  largely  to  Cancer,  Vascular  lessions  of  the  nervous 
system,  and  heart  disease,  all  disease  which  affect  mostly  those  of  advancing 
age  and  these  are  the  most  common  causes  in  the  country  as  a whole. 

There  were  6 new  cases  of  tuberculosis  compared  with  two  in  I96I  but 
looking  back  over  the  previous  five  years  this  is  not  an  abnormal  nmber 
and  indeed  there  are  many  indications  that  the  disease  in  this  area  is 
being  rapidly  controlled. 

The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was  small.  No  cases  of  food 
poisoning  was  notified. 

Altogether  the  figures  indicate  a generally  healthy  community. 

I should  like  to  thank  Mr.  Ronald  Pugh  Jones,  Mr,  R.  A.  Roberts  and 
the  Clerk  Mr.  B,  Williams-Jones  for  the  assistance  and  unfailing  advise  during 
my  first  year  in  this  post  and  all  the  Coimcil's  officers  for  their  help. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  support, 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  FRANCIS. 

M.B.,  Ch.B,,  D.P.H. 
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SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Dolgellau  Rural  District 
Rateable  Value 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures) 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


- 158,942  Acres 

- £148,014 

- 7.720 

- £673 


VITAL  STATIST  ICS 


Comparability  Factors  - 

Births 1.48 

Deaths 1.03 

BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Total  9^  ..  ,,  

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  1^ 

Live  Birth  Rate  uer  1.000  population  - 12,43 

1961  figures  - 12,63* 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  1,000  population) 


Males 

46 

37 

9 


- 1.94 


Females 

50 

44 

6 


STILL  BIRTHS  Males 

Total  2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1.000  population  - 0.38 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1.000  Total  Live  and  Still 

Births  _ 30.30 


TOTAL  BIRTHS  (Live  & Still)  99 

Live  - 96 

Still  - 3 

DEATHS 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

Total ,,  ,, 

Legitimate . , 

Illegitimate  

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  - 10.*4l 

1961  figures  - 10,41 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births)-  12.34 
Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 
Mortality  (per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births)  - Nil. 
DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS 

Total ,,  ,,  ,, 

Legitimate  ..  .,  

Illegitimate  


Males 

46 

2 

Males 

1 

1 

Nil 


Males 


Nil 


Females 

1 


Females 

50 

1 


Females 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Females 


Nil 
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Males 


Females 


DEATHS  OF  IKFAOTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 


Total 

Legitimate  

Nil 

Nil 

Illegitimate  ..  ..  , 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  - 30.3 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion) 

- Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Still  Births) 

- Nil 

1961  figures 

- Nil 

DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total  Number  , ^9"^  , , 

« t • • • • 

51 

56 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 

13.86 

1961  figures 

13.42 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER 

Total  Number  .•  H .. 

• • « • • • 

9 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 

2.20 

1961  figures 

2.36 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  Number  ,,  ,. 

2 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 

0.25 

1961  figures 

Nil. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

(1)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY; 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

One  Public  Health  Inspector. 

(2)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES;  Water  analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Analysist,  Chester.  Water  examination  (Bacteriological)  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Health  Lab,,  Conway,  Milk  (tests  for  cleanliness,  keeping  quality, 
for  tuberculosis  and  brucellosis  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Lab,, 
Conway, 

(3)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES: 

Four  Ambulances  stationed  at  Dolgellau, 

(4)  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS; 

Held  at  Dyffryn  Ardudwy  - once  a week. 

Dolgellau  - Wesleyan  Chapel  vestry  every  two  weeks, 

Abergynolwyn  - At  the  Aelwyd  rooms  once  a month, 

(5)  ANTE  NATAL  CLINICS:  ^o^^is  - At  the  institute  once  a month. 

At  Dolgellau  Hospital  - Two  every  calender  month, 

(6)  ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC; 

At  Dolgellau  Hospital  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month. 

After  Care  Clinic  on  the  4th  Thursday  of  each  month. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC: 


(7) 

At  Dolgellau  Hospital  twice  every  calender  month. 

(8)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION; 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Immunization  of  babies  and  young  children  is  carried  out  at  the 
Primary  Schools. 

(7)  HOSPITALS; 

One  at  Dolgellau. 

(lO)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES; 

Total  Number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified 
during  the  year  - 13. 

Scarlet  Fever  - 2,  Whooping  Cough  - Nil 

Bacillary  Dysentry  - Nil.  Measles  - 10 

Pneumonia  - 1.  Infantile  Paralysis  - Nil, 


NEW  CASES 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Pulmonary  - Total  6.  Males  5»  Females  1. 

Non-Pulmonary  - Total  Nil 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 

Pulmonary  - Total  2,  Males  2,  Females  - Nil. 

Non-Pulmonary  - Total  Nil. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


REW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1962 
IN  AGE  GROUPS 

NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Periods  ‘ 

Respiratory  Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Re  spir at  ory  Non- 

Re  spiratory 

0 

' M.  P. 

M.  P. 

M.  P, 

M.  P. 

1 

2 

3 

5 

10 

15 

1 

20 

1 

26 

35. 

1 

45 

5A 

2 

65 

2 1 

25. 

5. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1962 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary- 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Cancer  Stomach 
" Lungs 
" Breast 
" Other  sites 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Hyperplasis  of  prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 


Males  Females 

2 


4 

1 

4 


7 
6 
1 

8 
2 

3 

1 


1 


3 

1 

3 

2 

2 


1 

1 

1 

14 

3 

1 

16 

3 

2 


4 


3 

1 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Supervision  and  advise  was  given  to  food  handlers  generally  dtiring  the 
year. 


No.  of  prosecutions. 


One. 
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DOLGELLAU  RURAL  DISTRICT  COIMCIL 


Health  Department 
Victoria  Buildings, 
DOLGELLAU. 

To  the  Chairman  and  memhers  of  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour, in  conjimcticn  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  submit  the  section  of  the  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the  environmental 
health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1962, 

Mr.  Idwal  Roberts,  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  past 
21  years  retired  during  the  year  and  I commenced  my  duties  on  the  1st 
April,  1962, 

It  is  very  evident  that  a great  deal  of  the  Council's  time  and  energy 
during  the  year  has  been  concentrated  on  furthering  the  public  health  standards 
of  the  district,  particular  attention  being  given  to  housing,  water  supplies 
and  sewerage  schemes.  Although  very  little  practical  progress  was  evident 
within  the  twelve  months,  it  is  certain  that  a large  measure  of  your  delib- 
erations will  bear  fruit  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  the  provision  of  new  sewerage  schemes  in 
the  forseeable  future,  the  rate  of  housing  improvements  will  steadily 
accelerate.  The  Ccmioil  are  to  be  congratulated  for  the  part  they  are 
playing  in  this  respect  and  it  is  very  encouraging  to  realize  that  you 
are  prepared  to  acquire  and  modernise  dwellings  so  as  to  provide  decent 
and  comfortable  houses. 

Special  mention  must  also  be  made  of  the  way  the  Council  have  implemented 
the  provisions  of  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960  and 
the  Council's  Surveyor,  Mr.  R,  A.  Roberts  deserves  praise  for  the  manner  he 
has  administered  the  technical  implications  of  the  Act  on  your  behalf.  It  is 
imperative  that  high  standards  of  hygiene  are  achieved  and  maintained  on 
caravan  sites  and  unless  site  operators  are  prepared  to  comply  with  reasonable 
public  health  requirements,  then  no  doubt,  the  Council  will  cansider  enforcing 
the  law. 

There  are  numerous  problems  which  bear  no  easy  solution,  but  with  combined 
efforts  the  tasks  can  be  overeome. 

I would  like  to  express  ray  sincere  gratitude  to  the  Council  for  their 
interest,  support  and  encouragement  in  the  field  of  public  health,  t*  Dr. 

Hugh  Francis  for  his  close  co-operation  and  backing,  to  the  Clerk,  Mr.  B, 
Williams-Jones  and  all  the  Council's  officers  for  their  unfailing  support 
during  the  year.  I feel  privilaged  to  be  a member  of  such  a grand  team. 

I remain,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


R.  PUGH  JONES. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Sailibary  Ins'.oect.'.o:''!-;:  c.f  the  ^xes. 


Refuse  Tips 

55 

Disinfestation 

3 

Refuse  Collection 

78 

Watercourses 

6 

Drainage 

77 

New  Housing  Sites 

24 

Public  Health  Act  - re.  Housing 

Housing  Acts 

129 

defects 

33 

Housing  Acts  - re.  Overcrowding  & 

Factories  Act 

13 

Housing  Conditions. 

28 

Public  Conveniences 

58 

Improvement  Grants 

100 

Caravan  Sites 

22 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

16 

Camping  Sites 

13 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

22 

Nuisances 

O M 

{ 

Cemetries 

4 

Dangerous  Structures 

27 

Interviews  with  CK.vners  and 

62 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

3 

Builders  etc. 

Com.mon  Land  - re.  nuisances 

10 

Manogem_ent  - Council  Houses 

239 

Infectious  Diseases 

1 

Miscellaneous 

25 

Private  Enternrioe 

Dcvelonmenb  Proposals  Aoeroved 

Water  Closets 

22 

Factory  Improvement 

T 

Bathrooms 

17 

Toilets  for  camping  sites 

7 

Hot  Water  Systems 

7 

New  offices 

3 

Sinks  & Lav.  Basins 

24 

New  shops 

3 

Septic  Tanks 

12 

New  cafes 

2 

Drainage  Systems 

JJ^ 

Petrol  stations 

2 

Additions 

].4 

Gajages 

19 

Conversions 

/ 

O 

Nev/  grates 

4 

Agricultural  Biiildings 

4 

School  camps 

1 

Electrioit;/  Schemes 

25 

Chalet  s 

1 

Food  Stores 

5 

Factories  Act 

1937  - 1960 

Noe  of  Premises  on  Register  5 
No,  inspected  re.  cleanliness  3 
No.  inspected  re.  Sanitary  Conditions  3 


Defects  found  1 

Defects  remedied  1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Manufacturing  Premises  NJI* 

Number  of  retailers  28 
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HOUSING 


Sl\im  Clearance 


The  Council’s  policy  of  dealing  with  stih-standard  dwellings  individually 
and  serving  demolition  orders  or  closing  orders  continued  to  make  very  slow 
progress  during  the  year.  Tv/o  houses  were  actually  demolished  and  two  houses 
were  closed.  The  Council  are  usually  prepared  to  revoke  the  orders  provided 
satisfactory  schemes  to  renovate  and  modernise  the  dwellings  are  submitted  and, 
in  fact,  this  aspect  is  proving  to  be  successful.  The  problem  of  site  clearance 
in  a rural  area  has  proved  to  be  a very  difficult  and  costlj'"  procedure, 
particularly  as  in  most  cases,  the  site  has  very  little,  if  s-nj,  value  for 
development  purposes.  Consequently,  if  dcmclition  was  to  be  pursued  as  a 
policy,  the  only  result  v'ould  be  the  creat/ion  of  derelict  sites  and  eye- 
sores in  the  small  village  comraunities  and  in  many  cases,  considerable 
hardship  on  the  owners  concerned. 

The  Council  are  also  prepared  to  aquire  sub-standard  dwellings  for  the 
purpose  of  conversion  and  improvement  and  in  this  respect  considerable 
success  has  already  been  achieved.  The  biggest  difficulty  encountered  in 
proceeding  with  this  policy  is  to  obtain  the  agreement  of  the  owners  who 
realize  that  the  property  can  often  be  sold  for  e;chorbi:.ant  prices  to 
persons  seeking  a week-end  and  holiday  retreat  and  who,  of  course,  are 
prepared  to  spend  money  on  repairs  and  improvements.  Indeed,  one  is 
prompted  to  suggest  that  local  authorities  should  be  empowered  to  acquire 
compulsorily  sub-standard  dwellings  tha-t  can  be  made  into  very  satisfactory 
and  permanent  living  units. 

The  total  number  of  houses  which  are  subject  to  Closing  or  Demolition 
Orders  and  which  have  been  dealt  with  since  1957  i^ow  total  90*  This 
represents  approximately  half  the  Council's  slum  clearance  programme. 


HOUSING  ItlPR0i7E!€’.tiT  GRAJiTS 


Ap p 1 i c at  i o::!s  for  Gr  ant 

Standard  Grant  6 

Di scree iciiary  Grant  4 

Applications  for  improvement  grants  showed  a fair  rate  of  progress 
during  the  year  but  the  overall  response  is  not  as  great  as  I would  like. 
Indeed,  if  the  district  as  a whole  is  to  enjoy  improved  housing  conditions 
and  the  character  of  the  area  is  to  be  preserved,  it  is  considered  that 
the  improvement  of  the  existing  houses  is  the  only  satisfactory  way  to 
achieve  this  dual  aim.  It  is  unfortunate  that  every  few  rented  houses 
are  improved  by  the  landlords  and  that  the  majority  of  application  are 
received  in  respect  of  owner  - occupied  houses,  many  of  which  are  occupied 
for  weekend  purposes  during  the  summer  months  only. 

It  is  considered  that  even  the  payments  of  the  maximum  grants  tmder 
both  the  discretionary  and  standard  grant  schemes  are  inadequate  in  a rural 
area  where  the  lack  of  competitive  tendering,  high  cartage  costs  to  isolated 
districts,  shortage  of  labour,  and  inherent  building  construction  difficulties 
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due  to  old  design,  thickness  of  walls,  low  ceiling  heights  etc,,  additional 
drainage  and  water  supply  costs,  all  result  in  a marked  increase  in  the  cost 
of  the  work.  It  io  suggested  that  the  present  £400  maximum  grant  under  the 
discretionary  grant  scheme  should  be  increased  to  at  least  £600  and  that 
the  standard  grant  scheme  should  make  a separate  provision  for  the  cons- 
truction of  septic  tank  and  drainage  and  also  to  provide  the  dwelling  with 
a suitable  supply  of  water  particularly  where  a private  source  is  utilised, 
which,  in  many  instances,  involves  the  applicant  in  a considerable  expense. 

It  is  also  considered  that  the  cost  of  re-roofing  a dwelling  should  rank 
for  grant  and  that  such  a requirement  be  provided  for  by  a separate  grant 
altogether.  Numerous  cases  arise  where  an  applicant  cannot  proceed  with 
a scheme  of  improvement  simply  because  the  £400  maximtan  grant  would  be 
expended  on  roofing  the  property,  the  cost  of  which  would  not  directly 
benefit  from  the  grant  earning  scheme. 

The  Co\incil  are  again  active  in  this  branch  of  housing  and  are  always 
prepared  to(?«qiire  vacant  or  tenanted  houses  for  the  purpose  of  improvements. 


Schemes  to  improve  the  properties  acquired  in  Llanegryn  Street, 
Abergynolwyn  were  commenced  during  the  year  and  a tender  was  accepted  t* 
improve  Pantycra,  Penmaenpool.  Work  also  continued  on  Nos,  1 and  2 Salem 
Cottages,  Corris  and  No.l,  was  occupied.  The  three  houses  at  Gwynfryn, 
Pantperthog  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year  and  schemes  were 
in  coiirse  of  preparation  for  Graiandy,  Pennal  and  Old  School  House,  Corris. 

Council  House  Building 


1962  again  proved  to  be  frustrating  as  far  as  major  progress  with  house 
building  was  concerned,  the  main  difficulties  being  lack  of  competitive 
tendering  high  building  costs  and  scarcity  of  suitable  building  land ; 

The  Council  reviewed  their  house  building  policy  during  the  year  and 
decided  on  a very  ambitious  programme  vizs- 


Rhydymain  6 
Dinas  Mawddwy  10 
Aberangell  8 
Llanegryn  14 
Bontddu  4 
Pantperthog  10 
Corris  16 
Dyffryn  Ardudwy  6 
Drithdir  8 
Llanelltyd  30 
Aberllefenni  16 
Pennal  6 


Flats) 

Plats) 


During  the  year  four  old  age  bungalows  were  in  course  of  erection, 

two  at  Llwyngwril  and  two  at  Llanelltyd. 

» 

There  is  certainly  a demand  for  houses  in  the  district  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a solution  to  the  present  'standstill’  will  soon  be  found. 
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Private  Building  Develo-pment 


The  district  particularly  the  coastal  belt  is  becoming  increasingly 
popular  and  the  rate  of  private  house  building  is  on  a definite  upward 
trend.  The  provision  of  adequate  sewerage  and  water  supplies  in  the 
Fairbourne,  Talybont  and  Dyffryn  areas  will  ur.doubtedly  encourage  private 
development . 

Twenty  eight  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  while 
planning  and  byelaw  approvals  were  granted  for  16  houses. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Pevelonment  Act  I960. 

The  Council  have  drawn  out  site  licence  requirements  based  on  the 
model  conditions  and  1962  saw  the  commencment  of  the  application  of  the 
conditions  in  real  ernest.  46  site  licences  were  issued,  ranging  from 
camps  with  570  caravans  to  small  sites.  On  the  whole,  it  can  be  stated 
that  the  Act  has  resulted  in  a greatly  improved  standard  i^f  caravan  sites 
throughout  the  district,  but  a few  sites  are  still  lagging  behind  the  accepted 
standards . 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year  in  four  cases  for 
breaches  of  site  licence  conditions. 

Camping  Sites 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  land  for  unauthorised  caravan  and  tenting 
sites  grew  at  an  alarming  rate  during  the  year  and  concern  must  be  expressed 
about  the  grave  risk  to  public  health  due  to  indiscriminate  use  of  land  by 
campers  who  do  not  appear  to  w*rry  about  water  supply,  sanitary  conveniences 
and  refuse  storage;  indeed,  the  risk  nf  pollution  of  public  and  private 
water  supply  sources  must  be  alarming. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  to  provide  suitable  camping  sites  to  accommodate 
the  touring  caravans  and  campers  and  both  the  planning  and  public  health 
authorities  should  get  together  to  take  positive  steps  to  accommodate  the 
growing  need.  The  planning  and  public  health  legislation  is  also  out  of 
touch  with  the  problem  and  the  present  loopholes  give  rise  to  all  kinds 
of  abuses.  Indeed,  until  such  tine  as  the  law  makes  it  an  offence  for  land 
to  be  used  for  camping  purposes,  even  for  one  day,  without  licensing  control, 
how  can  occupiers  of  land  be  expected  to  expend  money  on  providing  the 
essential  facilities. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  collected  by  direct  labour  comprising  of  one  10  cubic  yard 
lorry,  driver  and  two  loaders.  It  is  estimated  that  apprdximately  75^  of 
the  dwellings  in  the  district  enjoy  a once  weekly  collection  of  refuse.  The 
'kerb-side*  collection  is  carried  out  throughout  the  district  and  pail 
closet  collections  are  undertaken  in  Corris  and  Aberllefenni  twice  weekly 
and  in  Pennal,  Mallwyd  and  Aberangell  once  weekly.  The  Council  carry  out 
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a refuse  collection  service  for  the  Towyn  Urban  District  Council  in  the  Cwrt, 
Pennal  to  Aberdovey  area. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  eight  small  refuse  tips  situated  in  strategic 
points  throughout  the  district.  An  effort  is  made  t*  satisfactorily  cover 
the  refuse  but  due  to  the  number  of  tips  involved,  the  position  cannot  be 
said  to  be  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  Council  propose  to  revue  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  services 
during  1963  following  which  it  is  anticipated  that  the  collection  service 
will  be  extended  to  include  additional  premises,  particularly  isolated 
dwellings  and  farms,  and  that  the  number  of  refuse  tips  will  be  drastically 
reduced  in  order  to  carry  out  a satisfactory  standard  of  controlled  tipping* 

Barmouth  Urban  District  Council  commenced  tipping  operations  on  land 
adjoining  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  in  Bontddu  during  the  year.  It  is 
regretted  that  the  Barmouth  Council  did  not  see  their  way  clear  to  jointly 
consider  the  establishment  of  one  refuse  tip  to  serve  both  authorities  in 
that  area,  A joint  refuse  tip  should  prove  more  economical  to  manage 
particularly  if  proper  standards  ®f  hygiene  and  the  safeguard  of  public 
health  are  kept  to  the  fore  of  all  other  motives. 

Litter 


The  Council  place  great  emphasis  on  the  litter  problem  and  positive 
steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  suitable  and  adequate  litter  receptacles 
with  special  litter  collections  during  the  summer  months,  particftlarly 
along  the  popular  coastal  resorts.  The  Merione’'^h  County  Council  are  also 
very  active  in  this  respect  and  provide  adequate  receptacles  in  all  'lay- 
byes’  and  popular  parking  places  throughout  the  district.  It  is  considered 
that  the  joint  efforts  of  both  authorities  does  cope  with  the  problem  but 
the  position  has  to  be  kept  under  cons'^’-ant  observation. 

Public  Conveniences 


It  is  the  Council's  policy  to  provide  public  conveniences  in  all 
villages  within  the  district,  and  consider  such  amenities  to  be  an  essential 
public  health  service . 

During  the  year  public  conveniences  were  completed  in  Dinas  Mawddwy 
and  commenced  in  the  vj.llage  of  Bontddu, 

The  following  villages  are  now  provided  with  public  conveniences 

Abergynolwyn 

• Llwyngwril 

Dinas  Mawddwy 
Llanfachreth 
Fairbourne 
Dyffryn  Ardudwy 

It  is  anticipated  that  Bontddu  and  Llanegryn  will  be  provided  with 
conveniences  diiring  the  year  1963  - 64.  The  Council  are  also  considering 
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the  prorision  of  public  toilets  in  Llanelltyd,  Talybont,  Corris  and  Arthog 
and  additional  toilets  in  Fairbourne.  It  is  suggested  that  consideration 
will  have  to  be  given  to  the  provision  of  conveniences  near  the  beaches 
at  Talybont  and  Bennar  Fawr,  near  Dyffryn  Ardudwy,  with  the  increasing 
popularity  of  these  pleasant  beaches  the  question  of  adequate  toilet 
facilities  must  become  pressing. 


Frod  and  Drugs  Act . 1965. 

Food,  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 

Food  premises  are  visited  periodically  and  on  the  whole  most  food 
establishments  inspected  attained  a reasonable  standard  of  hygiene  and 
cleanliness.  The  attention  of  food  handlers  is  drawn  to  the  necessity 
of  compliance  with  the  Regulations  and  it  is  considered  that  routine 
visits  together  with  peruasive  action  does  encourage  occupiers  of  food 
establishments  to  improve  their  premises  and  methods  of  food  handling, 

Needless  to  say,  in  such  a large  and  sparsely  populated  rural  area 
the  mobile  food  shops  have  become  almost  an  essential  part  of  rural  life. 
The  standard  of  food  handling  and  compliance  with  the  regulations  in  such 
vans  cannot  be  claimed  to  be  entirely  satisfactory  at  present  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  improvements  will  be  voluntarily  carried  out. 

During  the  year  the  Council  considered  it  necessary  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  for  offences  under  Regulations  19,  23,  24  and  28  of  the 

Food,  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960,  The  offences  were  concerned 
with  a mobile  fish  and  chips  business  and  the  convictions  were  in  respect 
of  the  premises  used  for  the  storage  and  preparations  of  the  food.  Fines 
totalling  £180,  were  imposed  on  the  two  persons  concerned. 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  following  the  publicity  attached  to 
the  above,  proprietors  of  two  similar  concerns  operating  in  the  district 
requested  advise  on  the  standards  required  by  the  Council. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  but  it 
is  considered  that  the  area  is  adequately  served  by  the  private  slaughter- 
houses in  Dolgellau,  Towyn  and  Machynlleth, 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemed  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  during  the  year:- 


Fruit 

21 

lbs. 

13  ozs. 

Peas 

2 lbs. 

6 ozs. 

Soups 

15-g-oz3. 

Fish 

1 lb. 

6-|-oz3  • 

Tomatoes 

2 

lbs. 

3 ozs. 

Milk 

88  fl.ozs, 

Meats 

4 

los. 

14  ozs. 

Jelly 

1 lb. 

14  ozs. 

Juices 

64  fl.ozs. 

Jams 

1 lb. 
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RODENT  AND  PEST  CONTROL 


This  obligatory  public  health  function  is  undertaken  on  behalf  «f  the 
Council  by  the  Joint  Pests  Committee  which  consists  of  Barmouth  and  Dolgellau 
Urban  Councils  and  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Council. 

By  perusal  of  the  statistics  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cver&ll  rodent 
infestation  in  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  has  been  maintained  at  a reason- 
ably low  level  during  the  year.  Out  of  a total  number  of  2,658  properties 
(excluding  farms)  in  the  local  authority  area,  only  278  were  notified  as 
being  infested  by  rats  or  mice,  which  is  equal  to  10,8^  and  from  the  total 
of  559  farms,  5I  were  foimd  to  be  infested  by  rats,  equal  to 

The  important  function  of  the  Joint  Pests  Committee  is  brought  blatantly 
to  the  fore  when  a comparison  is  made  between  Parts'  II  and  HI  of  the  statis- 
tical report.  Only  25  infestations  of  properties  were  revealed  following 
notifications  from  the  occupiers,  but  by  inspecti<^n  of  properties  in  the 
course  of  survey  by  the  rodent  operator,  329  properties  (including  farms) 
were  found  to  be  infested.  To  present  the  picture  in  another  way,  the 
rodent  operator  was  responsible  for  detecting  92.3?^  of  the  infestations 
within  the  district,  I think  this  reflects  on  the  thoroiighness  of  the 
rodent  operator  and,  to  a degree,  lack  of  co-operation  by  the  general 
public.  Indeed  it  is  very  apparent  that  should  the  Joint  Pests  Committee 
discontinue  its  important  function,  the  rodent  position  would  increase 
rapidly  to  an  alarming  situation  in  a short  period  of  time. 

Rodent  control  does  net  merely  consist  of  killing  rats  and  mice,  a great 
deal  of  useful  time  is  devoted  by  the  operator  in  advising  the  public  on 
rodent  proofing  methods,  elimination  of  harbourage  sites  and  the  proper 
bulk  storage  of  foodstuffs  etc. 

Rodent  control  is  therefore  a job  that  helps  the  whole  community  and 
it  is  worth  doing  well. 

No  statutory  notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  the  area  continued 
to  be  free  of  any  magor  infestations. 

Infestations  by  flies,  particularly  on  refuse  tips,  remain  a problem. 

Due  to  poor  refuse  disposal  arrangements  the  work  of  the  operator  is  made 
well-nigh  impossible.  It  is  hoped  to  introduce  improved  refuse  disposal 
methods  during  the  current  year  and  eliminate  probably  seven  of  the  eight 
tips  in  use  at  the  present  time.  lEt  is  anticipated  that  this  advancement 
will  assist  the  operator  in  both  rodent  and  pest  control  and  will  in  fact 
enable  him  to  concentrate  his  activities. 

One  serious  infestation  of  bed-bugs  was  located  and  successfully 
treated  in  a Railway  Holiday  Coach  during  the  year. 


- 14  - 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

Non - Agr i c ul tur al 

• 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols,  (l), 
(2)  & (3) 

^5) 

Agricultual 

I. 

Number  of  prop- 
erties in  Local 
Authority' s 
District 

69 

2,253 

336 

2,658 

559 

II. 

Total  number  of 
properties  ins- 
pected  as  a 
result  of 
notification . 

18 

7 

25 

9 

Number  of  such 
properties  found 
to  be  infested 

by:- 

Common  Rat  Minor 

13 

7 

20 

9 

House  Mouse  Minor 

5 

5 

III. 

Total  number  of 
properties  ins- 
pected  in  the 
course  of  survey 
under  the  Act . 

63 

1,825 

235 

2,123 

335 

Number  of  such 
properties  found 
to  be  infested  by: 
Common  Rat  Minor 

49 

123 

57 

229 

42 

House  Meuse  Minor 

19 

5 

24 

VI. 

Number  of  infes- 
ted  Properties 

49 

160 

69 

278 

51 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  Council  have  several  schemes  at  various  stages  of  implementation 
and  during  the  ^’ear  the  village  of  Llfuiegryn  received  proper  water  home 
sanitation.  It  must  he  appreciated  that  the  administrative  difficulties 
encountered  with  every  scheme  are  enormous  with  the  result  that  considerable 
delays  are  experienced^  hut  the  need  for  proper  sanitation  is  of  utmost 
importance  and  until  such  essential  servict;?  are  provided,  the  growing 
prchlem  of  housing  improvements  and  also  rural  depopulation  is  hound  to 
increase.  The  need  for  a sewerage  r,chem.e  in  Corris  cannot  he  over  stressed 
and  an  inspection  of  watercourses  and  ditches  will  confirm  this  stateir.ent. 
The  complete  lack  of  water  home  sanitation  in  the  majer  part  of  this  large 
village  is  an  emharrasment  and  a public  health  hazard  in  this  day  and  age. 

The  rapid  growth  of  Fairhourne  and  the  need  to  sewer  Friog  also  merits 
prompt  action  whilst  the  large  expansion  of  population  in  the  Dyffryn  and 
Talyhont  areas  during  the  summer  months  gives  rise  to  anxiety. 

Schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewe-ge  disposal  were  in  various  stages  of 
implementation  for  the  following  villages^- 


On  the  whole  the  position  as  regards  piped  supplies  of  water  to  domestic 
dwellings  in  the  district  can  he  said  to  he  fairly  satisfactory.  All  villages 
are  provided  with  a public  piped  supply  and  possibly  the  main  criticism  today 
is  that  due  to  considerable  development  in  some  areas,  the  supply  systems 
have  inclined  to  become  overloaded,  this  being  the  case  in  the  Fairhourne  - 
Art hog  Area  and  Dyffryn  - Talyhont  Area.  The  implementation  of  the  Mawddach 
Joint  Scheme  and  the  Cambrian  Coast  Joint  Scheme  will  alleviate  the  present 
position  entirely.  A scheme  to  supplement  the  existing  source  of  supply 
during  drought  conditions  in  the  Dyffryn  Area  was  carried  out  during  the 
year  and  the  new  pipeline  will  eventually  he  incorporated  in'^-o  the  Cambrian 
Coast  (Bodl;vrn  Lake)  Scheme. 

The  extensdon  of  the  Llanegryn  Water  Scheme  to  serve  Gwaelcd  y Plwyf  was 
also  commenced  snd  this  scheme  wdll  benefit  a large  farming  community  in 
tnat  area.  All  the  properties  to  be  connected  depend  on  unsatisfactory 
private  supplies  at  present. 

The  Mawddach  Joint  Water  Scheme  also  became  a reality  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  with  the  actual  coimnencement  of  the  relaying  of  the  trunk  main 
from  Llyn  Cynwch  to  Dolgellau,  It  is  hoped  that  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  ensure  continuity  with  this  scheme  so  that  the  entire  Mawddach  Estuary 
will  enjoy  a satisfactory  water  supply  in  every  respect 


Aberangell 

Rhydymain 

Mallwyd 

Talyhont 

Pemal 


Art hog 

Friog 

Corris 


Fairhourne 


WATER  SUPPLY 
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It  is  expected  that  most  properties  helew  300  feet  O.D.  in  the  Mawddach 
Valley  will  derire  a benefit  when  the  scheme  is  finally  completed.  A section 
af  four  inch  ma3.n  was  relayed  in  Bontddu  Village  during  road  works  operations 
and  this  new  main  will  eventually  he  linked  to  the  Mawddach  Scheme. 


Sampling  and  i^nehysis 
Puhl .ic  Supplias 


Quarterly  samples  are  reg'alariy  collected  from  ea,ch  supply  and  further 
samples  collected  where  deemed  necessaryc 


Noc  of  samples  taken 


Satisfactory 


h.n  s a;b  i s i p.o  'g  c i t 


•un-i'orcRcur. 


5^ 


7 


Kr^lYAT:!,  1VA.7FR  SUPPLIES 

Due  to  Hill  Harming  Schemes  and  Housing  Improvements  Schemes  many 
dvjellings  situated  outside  the  limits  of  the  public  supplies  have  been 
pr(^-^rided  with  satisfactory  private  water  supplies  derived  mainly  from 
springs.  All  proposed  private  supplies  are  sa.mpled  f^  bacteriological 
an.alyjis  and  advise  is  given  on  the  sources  of  su.pply  and  protection  against 
pollution.  Where  isolated  and  sub-standard  dv/ellings  are  brought  into  re- 
use, mainly  as  holiday  homes,  an  approved  supply  of  wholesome  water  is 
insisted  upon  before  occupation  is  permitted. 

Water  analysis  results  were  as  follows s- 

Hp,  Collected  Satisfactory  Hnsa^tisfactory 


23 


15 


0 


'I 

i 


